
2022 BIBLE JOURNEY

It's not too late to join a Spirit-filled Journey in 2022!

We still have books left in the office, if you would like
one.
Daily readings, with a devotional book, will guide us
through the Bible from Genesis through Revelation. 
You can also find the list of daily readings on our
website! https://www.kearneyfirstumc.org/bible-in-a-year
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FROM PASTOR MATT
Who are we as a church? 
This question came up in varied ways through our gatherings
in the summer and early fall. Through our preaching in the
fall and early winter, Pastor Seungli and I sought to provide
some foundational answers, but there is more to discern and
develop. I believe this is a season in which God is calling us
to clarification and discernment. 
We are Christian, protestant, United Methodist Church. In
coming months, I’d like to continue fleshing out what these
terms mean separately and together. Additionally, Kearney
First UMC is at a stage in its life in which we’ll be discerning
together, most of which will answer this question: “How,
particularly, is God calling us to live as God’s community and
mission, here, together?”
Here’s a starting point: we’re connection of people who seek
to live in response to, celebrate, and participate in God’s
grace. The apostle Paul reminds us, “For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8, NIV). We are a
people who believe God is most seen, known, and
experienced in Jesus through the Spirit, and God’s character
is, above all, gracious. God acts, God loves, God forgives, God
calls, and we respond. And in our responses, God’s presence
equips, sustains, forgives, and transforms us and the
community. 

Perhaps this seems too simple, but God’s
grace is our starting point. This needs
repeated, because culturally, God’s grace is
not the starting point for our worlds, our
lives, our jobs, or maybe even our
relationships. We’re a people good at
emphasizing earning, merit, reward and
punishment, and striving. But if we’re a
people who have “the love of God shed
abroad in our heart by the Holy Spirit,” then
our lives together bear witness to God’s
organizing principle of life: grace (John
Wesley, Character of a Methodist, 1742). 
It's not that grace has no guides or rules. It
does. And yet, it’s grace that shapes us, calls
us, corrects us, and transforms us for the
sake of the world’s experience of God’s same
grace. So, we baptize every baby and person
we can. We serve communion to every
person who, led by the Spirit, comes with
open hands to receive. We marry and bury
every person who asks and is nurtured in
these ministries. We serve, we partner, we
give, and we grow together, by the grace of
God. 
Who are we? We’re a people ever
transformed by the grace of God who, in
Christ we see, first loves us.
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Timpton Town has been
called laid-back and
easygoing. Maybe that's why
it's the best place to retire.

For your newsletter, don't just rely on listings
and pictures of properties to make it
interesting. People want newsletters, so they
can stay informed. Add articles that will help
homeowners and property buyers make the
most of their investment. You can also update
them on the state of the market, so they have
an idea of what to do next. 

Another type of content you can include in
your newsletter is a column offering tips and
advice on how to take care of properties. This
could include home improvement,
landscaping, or maintenance that people can
do to increase the value of their properties. 

EAST LAWN FOOD
PANTRY

2800 Grand Ave. Trailer #342

During the month of February, the children and youth of
our church will be collecting non-perishable food items
during the “Have a Heart for the Hungry” mission project.  
Please help support this awesome project by bringing
non-perishable food donations anytime during the
month of February. The Elementary, Middle and High
School students will be competing to see which group
can bring in the most donated food items AND who has
the best donation box! Vote for your favorite donation
box in the Gathering Area by placing coins in the
appropriate container. All monetary and food donations
will be given to the East Lawn Food Pantry.

Thank You to all those volunteers who pick food items
up from the grocery stores in Kearney and transport it to
the trailer, to volunteers that sort the food items and
place it on the shelves, to volunteers that work each day
the pantry, to those that work on those days repacking
items or other large packaged items into smaller
packages for distribution, and to those cleaning the
pantry area. If you would like to help with one of these
or more areas, please contact Colleen at the number
listed below. 
There are times when heavy items are moved from one
place to another and if you have one day a week or
month to help with that job, it would be great! Some of
us are not able to handle those heavy items any longer.

Number of patrons coming to the pantry seem to vary
from week to week, but we are still reaching some 450 to
500 families each the month which accounts for over
1300 individuals being reached. With all of the news
about transportation problems and higher prices at the
grocery stores, we are seeing more use of the pantry. 

If you would like to help at the trailer sorting food,
repacking or visiting the grocery stores, please call
Colleen Jacobson, 308-627-4472 to schedule a work day
or Pete Ludowese, 293-0100 for other information.
General information is available from the church office.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL

Every Wednesday from 5:15-6:30 PM in the
Fellowship Hall

Our Wednesday night meals are in full swing!  These meals
serve multiple purposes.

First, these meals are fundraising opportunities for the
groups sponsoring the meal.  The church will provide $100
toward covering the cost of the meal (main dish,
salad/veggie, and dessert).  The meal is a free-will donation
and all proceeds go to the meal provider.

Second, these meals provide physical nourishment to our
Wednesday night youth and participants of the Wednesday
night service.  By providing for their physical need, they can
more freely dive into their spiritual meals.

Finally, these meals provide a place of community and
fellowship.  Come get to know your church family and share
a meal together!

To sponsor a meal, contact the church office! (check pg. 9 for
available Wednesdays)
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CHRISTMAS
OFFERING UPDATE

Thank you for your generosity with our
Christmas offering this year. We set a goal of
$21,000 and surpassed it with receiving $23,704. 

With the breakdown of each we gifted the Jubilee
Center with $4,254.54, Habitat for Humanity with
$6,054.52, Hot Meals USA with $6,724.52, United
Campus Ministry with $1,215.90, and UMCOR
with $5,454.52. 

Your love for others shows. Thank you for loving
like Jesus!!



CAFE CHOCOLAT
Saturday March 19, 2022 | 9 AM - 4:30 PM |
Fellowship Hall

Join us at the Café Chocolat Women’s Retreat! This one-day
women’s event will feature a relaxing chocolate-theme that
will be interwoven through worship, Bible study, laughter, and
time for quiet reflection on God’s extravagant grace. We are
suggesting a $10 registration to help cover the cost of your
participant guide, supplies for each session, and lunch.
However, don’t let this cost deter you, as we want you to come
and enjoy the day regardless of ability to contribute toward
this amount. If you have questions or would like to help with
the retreat, contact Jeanine Spangler and Lyz Garwood at the
church office.
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HUNGER FOR THE
HEART

DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

During the month of February, the
children and youth of our church will be
collecting non-perishable food items
during the “Have a Heart for the Hungry”
mission project.   Please help support
this awesome project by bringing non-
perishable food donations anytime
during the month of February. The
Elementary, Middle and High School
students will be competing to see which
group can bring in the most donated
food items AND who has the best
donation box! Vote for your favorite
donation box in the Gathering Area by
placing coins in the appropriate
container. All monetary and food
donations will be given to the East Lawn
Food Pantry. 



KFUMC YOUTH SUPER
BOWL PARTY
Sunday, February 13,  2022 | 5PM | Pastor Matt's
House  5 Skyline Drive

KFUMC Middle School & High School Youth, join us
at Pastor Matt's house to watch the Super Bowl. 
 There will be food, fun, music, games, and prizes. 
 Please RSVP to Lyz Garwood at 
lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org.
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GIVING
STATEMENTS

The Finance Committee made the decision
to go from quarterly statements to semi-
annual statements. They will now be going
out in January and July. If you need one at
anytime don't hesitate to call the church
office and Jennifer can get one for you.



BIRTHDAY BUILDERS CLUB
150 YEARS
In honor of this big milestone birthday, the
Trustees invite you to be part of the FIRST UMC
BIRTHDAY BUILDER"S FUND.  You are asked to give
a gift of $150, a dollar for each year of our church's
ministry.  The funds will be used by the Trustees to
maintain and improve our church family's home. 
 Each year you will be given the opportunity to
donate again, and the cost will only go up by a $1. 
 Donations will be recognized in the Spire, unless
they choose to remain anonymous.  
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KFUMC
CELEBRATES 150
YEARS

This year KFUMC will be celebrating
150 years.  We are looking for
persons to use their talents in a
committee to start planning for the
anniversary.  If this is something you
would like to help out with, please
call the church office at 237-3158.  

150TH
CHURCH

CELEBRATION



Supply Drive for Help Care Clinic

FUMC has been a great supporter of our local Help Care
Clinic. As you may know, the clinic serves persons with
medical needs who live at the poverty level. The majority
of the staff at the clinic are volunteers (some from our
church) and the clinic operates on a “shoestring” budget.
One of the clinic’s needs are over-the-counter
medications for their patients. At this time of year, we all
experience the common cold and/or flu. Think about your
purchases of medications at this time of year. Those in
poverty are unable to afford these same meds. 
Your Health & Wellness Ministry will be having a “Supply
Drive” during the months of February and March. Check
out our display in the Narthex and pick up a list of needed
items. As you purchase your “over-the-counter”
medication – purchase some extra for those in need.
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USHERS &
GREETERS

Enjoy talking with others and
saying good morning?  Volunteer
for the usher and greeter team. 
 Contact Ann in the church office
for more information!!



Blood Drive – February 11, 2022
The next Blood Drive, sponsored by FUMC will be held on
Friday, February 11, 12noon-6pm. We will again have the drive
at our local Red Cross offices, 520 West 48th Street. As you
may have heard, the current blood supply across the nation is
VERY LOW. Donation needs are at an urgent stage. You may
register on-line (www.redcrossblood.org) or in the Narthex
between services on each Sunday prior to our drive.
Remember to bring your donor card or driver’s license, each
breakfast/lunch, drink plenty of fluids and be well rested.
“Rapid Pass” can be done the day of the blood drive to
facilitate your donation time.
For those donating in February, the Red Cross will send
donors a $10 Amazon.com Gift Card via email as a thanks. For
those who plan ahead, our next blood drive will be Friday,
June 17, 12noon-6pm.
The Health & Wellness Ministry thanks you in advance for
being a donor!!
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WEDNESDAY
EVENING MEALS
Here's the upcoming Wednesday
Night meal schedule!

February 2nd – Pumpkin Patch serving

February 9th – Kearney Catholic serving

February 16th– Meal provider needed

February 23rd– Meal provider needed

March 2 – Meal provider needed

Other dates available include: March 2,
16 & 30

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


WITH SYMPATHY
Corinne Howe on the death of husband, Russ Howe, who passed
away December 23.

Justin, Amber, Wyatt & Barrett DeBrie on the death of father and
grandfather, Dave Muirhead of Overton, who passed away
January 4.

Al Edwards on the death of wife, Carma Edwards, who passed
away January 11.

Bill & Cathy Walters & family on the death of Cathy's mother,
Mary Jayne Rickert, who passed away January 15.

Alan & Gail Kegley & family on the death of Gail's mother, Loris
Peterson, who passed away January 21.

Mel Wiens and family on the death of Lois Wiens who passed
away January 24.

Betty Andersen and family on the death of Wayne Andersen who
passed away January 27.

Dear Matt, Seungli, and Kearney First UMC,
Thank you for reaching 100% of your 2021 Great Plains
Mission Shares.  Your support of our connectional ministry
truly makes a difference in the lives of people in churches and
communities in our Conference.  
Your portion enables us to be in ministry and mission in
substantial ways together locally and globally.  From faith
development of children and youth to leadership
development of pastors and laity, we strive to keep God's call
upon our lives ever before us.
Rev. Cindy Karges
Gateway/Great West District Superintendent

WITH THANKS
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AMEN CORNER

In Memory of
Rev. Maurice Holt 1907-1997

Thank you to the members of our
Trustees Committee for all the hard
ongoing work you do for the church.

Note: This corner has been designated
the AMEN corner for "an audible alert
that something special was (is) begin
done,
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NEW MEMBER

Welcome to our church family!

Please join us in welcoming our new
member, LeviJames Anderson.  LJ became
a member on December 26th.

WANT TO JOIN
KEARNEY FIRST UMC?
Church Office | 308-237-3158

We would love to be your church family!
Contact the church office with any
questions you may have about joining
Kearney First United Methodist Church!



STAFF MEMBERS
Rev. Cindy Karges, District Superintendent, Email: gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org

Matt Fowler, Senior Pastor, Email: mattf@kearneyfirstumc.org

Seungli You, Associate Pastor, Email: seungliy@kearneyfirstumc.org

Jeanine Spangler, Children’s Ministry Director, Email: jeanines@kearneyfirstumc.org

Lyz Garwood, Middle School Youth Director, Email: lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org

Braden Garwood, High School Youth Director, Email: bradeng@kearneyfirstumc.org

Ann Patterson, Administrative Assistant, Email: annp@kearneyfirstumc.org

Brandi Walker, Administrative Assistant, Email: brandiw@kearneyfirstumc.org

Jennifer Dierberger, Comptroller, Email: jenniferd@kearneyfirstumc.org

Anne Reinhiller, Multi-Media Coordinator, Email: anner@kearneyfirstumc.org

Aidan Blankenship, Building & Grounds Coordinator, Email: aidanb@kearneyfirstumc.org

Diann Martin, Pumpkin Patch Director, Email: ppatch@kearneyfirstumc.org

Margaret Klimek, Wedding Coordinator, and Evening Custodian, Email:

mkweddings@yahoo.com

OFFICE HOURS AND WORSHIP TIMES
Office Hours: 8 AM - 5 PM Monday - Thursday, and 8 AM - 4 PM Friday

Sunday Traditional Service: 8:15 AM and 11 AM

Sunday Contemporary Service: 9:30 AM

Sunday Service Livestream: www.kearneyfirstumc.org/watch-online

Radio Broadcast of 11 AM service on KGFW Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM

Wednesday Night Worship: 6:30 PM

First United Methodist Church
 

4500 Linden Drive,
Kearney, NE, 68847

(Return Service Requested)
 

Phone: 308-237-3158
Fax: 308-237-4654

Website: www.kearneyfirstumc.org

In order to grow in Christ, to learn from Christ, and

serve Christ; we will be a Christian community

characterized by our Wesleyan Heritage of: Doing

Good, Doing No Harm, and Staying in Love With God. 

FUMC VISION

The next issue will be mailed out at the end of this

month.  Information for that issue should be turned

into the church office by the 20th of this month.  The

editor reserves the right to edit for content and

space. -  Brandi Walker, Editor.

EDITOR'S NOTE

Address Label Here


