TRUNK OR TREAT
OCTOBER 26
5:30-7:00PM
FIRST UMC NORTH PARKING
LOT AND IN THE CHURCH
BUILDING

We need your support for this
community event!! You can help by:
Sponsoring a trunk!
Donating items!
Coming!
We look forward to celebrating with
you!!
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CELEBRATIONS
This time of year always reminds me about an important
spiritual practice: giving thanks and celebrating. Ann Voskamp,
in A Thousand Gifts, writes movingly about how the practice of
giving thanks – for the normal and the extraordinary – can be
a doorway through which we see God more clearly and
experience closer connection to God. Further, in his Letter to
the Colossians, Paul writes, “Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful” (Col 3:15). In this, I wonder if there’s a
connection between being a people who give thanks and
being a people in whose hearts Christ’s peace rules. In this
spirit, I’d like to share a few things for which I’m thankful in the
life of Kearney First UMC, which are also invitations for us to
gather for community thanksgiving and celebration.
First, I’m thankful for the connectional ministry of our district
churches. Recently, I was able to connect a family in need with
another church in their area through our connection,
extending our care and gospel impact. On Saturday, October
15, 10-11:15am, Kearney First UMC will host the Gateway
District connectional Church Conference. The theme for the
day is “Gathering in Grace” with Pastor Doug Gahn from Cozad
First UMC preaching. We’ll worship. We’ll bear witness to God’s
work in the midst of our connectional churches. We’ll attend
to the annual ministry of the Church Conference.
Refreshments will be shared after worship.
Second, I’m thankful for the student ministries families, lay
ministers, and staff. They recently held their Fall Festival, and
now they’re turning toward Trunk or Treat, October 26.
Together, we are living into our mission of loving God, loving
others, and making disciples of Jesus through invitational,
family-centered ministries and specific-aged ministries.
Third, I’m thankful for the witness of the saints of Kearney
First UMC, and the continued ministry of living saints in our
midst. On Sunday, November 6, we’ll celebrate the church’s
150th Anniversary with a special worship service at 11am, a
presentation of music and testimonies at noon, and a lunch to
follow at 12:30. (There will be no 8:15 worship on Nov.6 and
9:30 worship will continue as usual). The Anniversary team is
preparing a wonderful blend of memories, testimonies, and
hopes for Kearney First UMC’s mission and ministry built on
the “Church’s One Foundation”: Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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Fourth, I’m grateful for the continued
generosity of the people of Kearney First
UMC. Through your generous, intentional
giving, you’re empowering Christ’s ministry
through Kearney First UMC. Through the end
of August, giving through the church is
roughly the same as it was in 2021 for the
same period. For your steadfast faithfulness, I
give thanks. For the church’s ministries,
excluding Pumpkin Patch Day Care Center
(which operates more on fees than
donations), this year our expenses exceed
our offering income by $78,495 year-to-date.
(In 2021, the PPP government grants
dramatically benefited our budget, offsetting
a similar deficit last year). As we come to the
close of the year, I invite you to keep up your
faithful giving, consider developing a more
intentional practice of giving if you have not,
and for those able, prayerfully consider
increasing your giving to continue funding the
exciting disciple-making ministries of the
church.
God is leading us faithfully in God’s mission of
helping people experience, know, love, and
serve God through Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Thanks for being on the journey
together. Peace.

EAST LAWN FOOD PANTRY
2800 Grand Ave. Trailer #342
Visitors at the food pantry have stayed rather
consistent with 325 families visiting in August
furnishing food for some 1208 individuals. Repeat
visits to the pantry indicated 817 visits. This is about
90 visits each time the pantry is open.
We are still experiencing some shortages of food
items from the Food for the Heartland out of Omaha.
Thankfully, the stores that participate and support
the pantry have helped keep the shelves offering
items for the visitors. But, keep the pantry in mind
and when you shop, buy one item for the pantry and
if several people do that, it will help us out greatly.
The main item we are short in in canned fruit. It is
rather expensive as compared to other items, but still
furnishes a healthy food for clients. Look for sales in
the local grocery stores and help support them as
they are having some supply issues as well. Thanks to
those of you who support the pantry with your
donations into the grocery carts at the church.
Thank You to all those volunteers who pick food
items up from the grocery stores in Kearney and
transport it to the trailer, to volunteers that sort the
food items and place it on the shelves, to volunteers
that work each day the pantry, to those that work on
those days repacking items or other large packaged
items into smaller packages for distribution. There
are over 50 people who help in one way or another to
support the pantry outreach program. That sounds
like a lot of people, but if several are gone and some
are only able to tackle certain jobs, it sometimes
becomes hard to find people to work. So if you would
like to be put on a substitute list, that would be great!
If you would like to help with one of these or more
areas, please contact Colleen Jacobsen for scheduling
a time to help. You can come and see what the pantry
does when it is open to get a better idea of how you
can help. Just check with the church office for hours
of operation.
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150TH CELEBRATION
Kearney First United Methodist Church
150th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, November 6, 2022
11:00am Special Worship Service
12:30pm Barbeque Dinner, Special
Music, Program and Recognitions
There will be no 8:15 worship!
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KFUMC YOUTH: MIDDLE SCHOOL
Wednesday Night Youth Group:
REAL: A 4-WEEK SERIES FROM THE OLD & NEW
TESTAMENT ON FRIENDSHIP
SERIES OVERVIEW:
It’s easy to spot a fake friend (and even easier
to be a fake friend at times), but what’s not-soeasy is figuring out how to make and keep
friendships that are real. Maybe it's just easier
to keep our friendships on the surface. Or
maybe we’ve never seen real friendship in real
life before. Or maybe we don’t actually know
anyone we trust enough to be real with. These
days, when “friends” are just a click or a follow
away, it’s more important than ever to figure
out what true friendship really looks like. In
this 4-week series, we’ll explore the words and
stories of Jesus, the disciples, Paul, Timothy,
David, and Jeremiah to help us understand
what authentic friendship can look like.
Together, we’ll discover that real friends
choose each other wisely, show each other
grace, comfort each other, and help each
other grow.
As our world continues to move towards being
more connected, it's becoming impossible to
avoid negative, stressful, and scary news. This
is a lot for any of us to process, but it can be
especially hard for the teenagers we love.
Avoiding bad news altogether isn't a realistic
option, so this study helps us walk through
difficult situations as they arrive.
Lyz Garwood
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HOLY FIT

ALZHEIMER'S WALK

A group of adults that are working together to
support each other to grow mentally,
spiritually, and physically. This group has been
meeting regularly for the last year for physical
activity, online support, and various other
activities.

Cheers to those who donated over $800 and
to our walkers!! What a great way to honor
loved ones! And thoughts & prayers to those
who are caretakers or have lost someone to
Alzheimer’s Disease.

Recently 5 members traveled to St. Louis MO
to attend the Revelation Wellness Live Retreat.
The theme of this retreat was Get Free, Stay
Free, and Set Others Free. The retreat included
amazing speakers, live worship, mediation
time, and a variety of workouts.
This adult group is open to everyone and all
fitness levels. Holy Fit is a wonderful way to
connect with God and each other through
physical activity, sharing and community.
If you’d like more information, please contact
Jen Gibbs (308) 293-5175, Brandy Phillips (308)
224-9714, or Lyz Garwood (661) 313-8253

Lyz Garwood
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Kathy Gosch

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL
Sunday Small Groups!!!

Join us on Sunday Evenings for youth small
groups. All youth 6th-12th grade are invited to
join us from 7pm-8pm with a big group
gathering from 8pm-8:30pm. For questions
please email Lyz (lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org) or
Braden (bradeng@kearneyfirstumc.org)
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FUMC BLOOD DRIVE

Our next FUMC Blood Drive is: Friday, October
21, 12noon to 6pm at our local Red Cross
Headquarters (520 West 48th St). Consider
giving the “Gift of Life”. It only takes about 30
minutes and you can track your donation.
With hurricane season we know there will be
a great need for blood. You may register
between services in the Narthex for the next
three Sundays, register on-line at :
www.redcrossblood.org or 1-800-733-2767.

RADIO BROADCAST

Sponsors Needed
The 11 Am worship service is broadcast
live every Sunday morning on KGFW Radio
1340 AM and 96.1 FM. Generous
members of this church sponsor the
broadcast each week. The cost is $199 per
Sunday. The available 2022 dates are:
October 9, 16 & 30, November 6 & 13, and
December 18 & 25.
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PASS IT ON MINISTRY
Would you like to help a grieving family? We
are looking for volunteers that would like to
help out with funeral lunches by either
helping serve, clean up or provide food. If
this is an area your heart fills passionate
about please contact the church office.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Would you like to purchase altar flowers in
honor or memory of a loved one? If so,
please sign up on the flower chart in the
Fellowship Hall or call the church office.
The cost is $20 each and you will be billed
directly from Divas.

WITH SYMPATHY
Family and friends of Britney Royle who passed away
August 3.
Family and friends of Rolland Lindgren who passed away
August 4.
Family and friends of Iona Schanou who passed away
August 24.
Family and friends of James Sanks who passed away
August 24.
Family and friends of Ploma Geiser who passed away
August 24.
Family and friends of Eddie Greeno who passed away
August 24.

AMEN CORNER
In Memory of
Rev. Maurice Holt 1907-1997
Thank you to all involved with planning
the 150th Anniversary Celebration. We
appreciate all the time and hard work
you have put into it up till this point. We
can't wait to celebrate with everyone on
November 6th!
Note: This corner has been designated
the AMEN corner for "an audible alert
that something special was (is) being
done."

Thank you so much for the wonderful luncheon you
provided for our family and friends at my mother’s
funeral. Your hard work, graciousness and ministry was
truly appreciated.
The family of Ploma Geiser
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First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive,
Kearney, NE, 68847
(Return Service Requested)
Phone: 308-237-3158
Fax: 308-237-4654
Website: www.kearneyfirstumc.org

Address Label Here

FUMC VISION
In order to grow in Christ, to learn from Christ, and
serve Christ; we will be a Christian community
characterized by our Wesleyan Heritage of: Doing

OFFICE HOURS AND WORSHIP TIMES

Good, Doing No Harm, and Staying in Love With God.

Office Hours: 8 AM - 5 PM Monday - Thursday, and 8 AM - 4 PM Friday

EDITOR'S NOTE

Sunday Traditional Service: 8:15 AM and 11 AM
Sunday Modern Service: 9:30 AM
Sunday Service Livestream: www.kearneyfirstumc.org/watch-online
Radio Broadcast of 11 AM service on KGFW Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM

STAFF MEMBERS

The next issue will be mailed out at the end of this
month. Information for that issue should be turned
into the church office by the 20th of this month. The
editor reserves the right to edit for content and
space. - Brandi Walker, Editor.

Rev. Cindy Karges, District Superintendent, Email: gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org
Matt Fowler, Senior Pastor, Email: mattf@kearneyfirstumc.org
Seungli You, Associate Pastor, Email: seungliy@kearneyfirstumc.org
Jeanine Spangler, Children’s Ministry Director, Email: jeanines@kearneyfirstumc.org
Lyz Garwood, Middle School Youth Minister, Email: lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org
Braden Garwood, High School Youth Minister, Email: bradeng@kearneyfirstumc.org
Ann Patterson, Administrative Assistant, Email: annp@kearneyfirstumc.org
Brandi Walker, Administrative Assistant, Email: brandiw@kearneyfirstumc.org
Jennifer Dierberger, Comptroller, Email: jenniferd@kearneyfirstumc.org
Anne Reinhiller, Multi-Media Coordinator, Email: anner@kearneyfirstumc.org
Diann Martin, Pumpkin Patch Director, Email: ppatch@kearneyfirstumc.org
Margaret Klimek, Wedding Coordinator, and Evening Custodian, Email:
mkweddings@yahoo.com

