


“Practice Makes Practice”  

Two of my children are learning to play multiple 

instruments through school and private lessons. Once a 

while, a new skill comes up that frustrates them, and they 

get stuck. Occasionally, they’re tempted to just give up 

thinking, “Well, if I can’t do this on the first try, then I’m 

never going to get it.” But, with persistent practice, they 

always develop new skills. In this, it’s not so much that 

“practice makes perfect,” as the saying goes. It’s more like, 

“practice makes practice”: each skill builds to a new level.  

I tend to think the Christian life is like that. Some of us, 

experiencing dry spells in our faith, may figure that we’re 

as close to God and who God calls us to be as we’ll ever 

be. Yet, the Christian life – and the life of being church – 

is not about arriving – about practice making perfect; 

rather, the way of following Christ is about the journey, 

about practice making practice, about growing from grace 

to grace.  

As we’ve been learning together during our “Essential Practices of Faith” preaching and 

worship series, in our Methodist view of Christianity, being a Christian means practicing our 

faith individually and corporately in a few key ways:  

- We talk to God through weekly worship and daily prayer (try five times a day).  

- We listen to God through individual and group scripture study (try five verses a day).  

- We partner with God through acts of kindness and service, alone and through the 

church (try five acts of kindness a week).  

- We grow like God through acts of generosity individually and through the church (try 

five generous acts for others in a month). 

- We share God’s grace (try bringing five people to worship, study, prayer, or service each 

year).  

Each of these practices is a means of grace – a way God’s love and presence works in us to 

shape us as followers of Jesus who look, talk, live, and sound like him.  

I’ve been preaching this series because these practices are historically-proven ways to 

experience God in ways that grow us from grace to grace. Whether we’ve been following Christ 

for 90 years or not even 9, they’re opportunities to learn new skills of living in partnership 

with God’s saving grace. Moreover, I deeply believe that practice like this is catchy: when 

individuals, families, and groups get excited about their practices, God’s Spirit kindles 

excitement, enthusiasm, and growth in those around them. As we seek to live into our 

mission of Loving God, Loving our Neighbors, and Making Disciples of Jesus Christ, these 

practices will be the foundation of God’s next movement in our lives together. May it be so, 

and keep practicing.  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Seungli has put together a young 
adult group that meets on Wednesday nights 

at 7pm in the chapel.  If you are wanting to 
get more acquainted with people in a 

Christian environment this group is for you.  
Aside from Wednesday nights the group gets 

together for fellowship outside of church.  
Some activities include bowling, frisbee golf, 

and throwing axes.  If you have questions, 
please call Pastor Seungli in the church office 

at 308-237-3158. 
 

 

 
Save the Date – Christmas Eve Worship Times: 

Thanks for your feedback. On Christmas Eve, 
Kearney First UMC will worship in 

celebration of the Incarnation with three 
worship services: 3pm, 5pm, and 7pm. Look 

for more information about each of these 

services in the December Spire and the 
Advent mailer.  
 

 

 
The four Sundays of Advent begin Sunday, 

November 28. 
Our Advent worship series, “Some Assembly 

Required,” will explore various texts from 
Luke 1-3. Each week, we’ll consider the ways 

these texts ground our Wesleyan 
understanding of God’s saving grace that 

goes before us, leads us to confession, and 
uplifts us throughout our lives. Like so many 

Christmas presents we spend late nights 
assembling, we’ll see the way God’s grace is a 

gift to be received, responded to, and played 
with long into the future. 

 

 
In addition to the preaching series, Pastor 

Matt will lead a small group on Wednesday 

nights at 7pm studying All the Good: A 

Wesleyan Way of Christmas by Laceye Warner, 

Amy Valdez Barker, Jun Choi, and Sangwoo 

Kim (2021).  

Some other groups may be studying the book 

separately, so please check with the group 

you’re connected with. This book’s content will 

dive deeper into the messages of the sermons.  

Please contact Pastor Matt or the office so that 

we have enough books on hand before the first 

session. 



It's time to begin practicing for 
our children's Christmas 
Program at First UMC! This 
year we will be performing 
"Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy 

Night" on Sunday, December 
12 at 4:00pm. We would love 
for your child to be a part of 
this fun Christmas musical!! 
We will begin practicing songs 

this Sunday, Oct. 24 at 10:30am in the 
Chapel. Please join us! Future practices and 
auditions for speaking parts are as follows: 

Sunday morning practices at 10:30am in the 
Chapel:  Oct. 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28 & Dec. 
5 

*Auditions for speaking parts:  Sun., Nov. 7 
at 2:00pm in the Sanctuary (we do have a 
couple of adult parts, so parents, if interested 
please audition as well!!) 

Sunday afternoon practices at 2:00pm in 
the Sanctuary:  Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28 & Dec. 5 

Wednesday evening practices at 6:00-
6:20pm in the Sanctuary:  Nov. 3, 10, 17, 
Dec. 1 & 8 

*Dress Rehearsal:  Sat., Dec. 11 at 2:00pm in 
the Sanctuary 

Program: Sun., Dec. 12 at 4:00pm in the 
Sanctuary 

Please plan to attend as many of the practices 
as possible, especially if your child will have a 
speaking part.  

 
Blood Drive Thank you!! 

Many thanks to those who donated blood at 
our recent Blood Drive on October 30 at the 

local Red Cross Office.  Again, we had a very 
successful drive and hopefully replenished 

the extremely depleted supply that is being 
seen across the country. 

The Health & Wellness Ministry 

 
This year’s Church Conference will take place 
in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30pm on 

November 14th.  We will be celebrating with 
music and the message will be on vision, 

direction and hope. 
 

 
Blue Christmas Service 

Plans are underway for a Blue Christmas 

Service on Sunday, December 5 at 4pm in the 
Chapel. If you are unable to attend and would 

like to join us, the service will be live 
streamed at www.kearneyfirstumc.org.   The 

service is open to the public. 
 

For many the Advent and Christmas seasons 
are anything but cheerful. For those who 

have lost loved ones, lost a job or home or are 
struggling financially or with illness this 

season is anything but cheerful.  Many are 
still grieving due to the pandemic from unmet 

expectations, missing family and friends, and 
just mourning how taxing and different this 

year and a half has been.  
 

The idea behind the serviced is to provide a 
quiet, contemplative service as an alternative 

to the more traditional gatherings as a way to 
care for those who are sad or struggling, 

whereas those around them are caught up in 
celebrating. We have a number of people in 

our congregation who are struggling with 
various kinds of pain and loss. The service 

will be a time of quiet worship and filled with 
contemplative music. A time for hope and 

healing. Please join us on December 5 at 
4pm.  Pastor Seungli You will be leading this 

service. 
 

The Blue Christmas Service is sponsored by 
the Health & Wellness Ministry 

http://www.kearneyfirstumc.org/


 
East Lawn Food Pantry 
The entrance into the food pantry really is nice 
now that the concrete is in place and more 
parking space for trailers and trash containers 
is available. There is always something to add 
to the trailer area so this seems like a never-

ending project. God will guide! 
Thanks to those who are donating items for the 
pantry. We can always use canned fruit, flour, 
sugar, cereal, canned soup, crackers, pork-n-
beans and other canned items. Toothpaste, 
tooth brushes and other personal care items 
are always welcome. Please leave in the grocery 
cart next to the church office. 
Thank You to all those volunteers who pick 
food items up from the grocery stores in 
Kearney and transport it to the trailer, to 
volunteers that sort the food items and place it 
on the shelves, to volunteers that work each 
day the pantry, to those that work on those 
days repacking items or other large packaged 
items into smaller packages for distribution, 
and to those cleaning the pantry area. If you 
would like to help with one of these or more 
areas, please contact Colleen at the number 
listed below. There are times when heavy items 
are moved from one place to another and if you 
have one day a week or month to help with that 
job, it would be great! 
Number of patrons coming to the pantry seem 
to vary from week to week, but we are still 
reaching some 400 to 450 families each the 
month which accounts for some 1300 
individuals being reached. With all of the news 
about transportation problems and higher 
prices at the grocery stores, we are seeing more 
use of the pantry. This is a wonderful outreach 
program for the church. 
If you would like to help at the trailer sorting 
food, repacking or visiting the grocery stores, 
please call Colleen Jacobson at 308-627-4472 
to schedule a work day or Pete Ludowese at 
308-293-0100 for other information. General 
information is available from the church office.  
 

 
Safety Plan & New AED 
With a church the physical size of ours, it is 

important to keep up to date with safety 
features. The Health & Wellness Ministry has 

taken the lead in this effort. Our Safety Plan 
which was written a number of years ago is 

being updated to address changes in our 
world that needed to be addressed. One of 

those concerns is how to address a potential 
shooter. Of course, something we would hope 

to NEVER have to address, but having 
procedures in place can be helpful. It’s kind 

of like buying Life Insurance.  Hope you never 
have to use it, but still need to be good 

stewards. 
A number of years ago, there was a large 

grant written to place AEDs in public areas 
in Central Nebraska. The AEDs went to faith 

communities, community centers, fair 
grounds and schools. We learned recently 

our AED was out of service and we needed to 
purchase a new one. Due to a grant from our 

FUMC Foundation, we were the recipients of 
a new and updated AED. For those of you 

who know how to use one, please note the 
location:  West end of the Narthex above the 

sink and behind the accordion doors. At the 
time of our first installation, we made the 

decision to place it in a cabinet that, when 
opened would alarm. If needed, the alarm 

would be a reason for staff or others to come 
and assist. So, no peaking . . .  (you can see 

it through the window). The battery has a 
light that flashes and until it stops flashing, 

it will power the AED. The battery is checked 
monthly. 

If you have any questions or concerns about 
either of these topics, please contact Kathy 

Gosch, RN – Facilitator-Health & Wellness 
Ministry 



With Sympathy: 
Kimberly Denton-Hill (Chris Hill) 

and Chris (Ashlea) Denton & 
families on the death of father, 

Jerry Denton of Aurora, who 
passed away October 1st. 

 
 

Family & friends of Denise Wagner who 
passed away October 9th. 

 
Family & friends of Georgia Speak who 

passed away October 17th. 

 

Thank you to all of those who helped out with 

Trunk or Treat and those who donated to 

make it successful this year.  We appreciate 

you! 

Note: This corner has been designated the AMEN corner for 

“an audible alert that something special was (is) being done.”                                                

*In Memory of Rev. Maurice Holt 

1907-1997 

 
Altar flowers are back! We have hung a flower 
chart on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 
Hall for you to sign up or you can call Ann in 

the church office. Each flower bouquet is 
$12.50 and you will be billed directly from 

Kearney Floral. 

 
SPONSORS NEEDED 

FOR 2021 RADIO 
BROADCASTS 

The 11:00 worship service 
is broadcast live every 
Sunday morning on 

KGFW Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM.  Generous 
members of this church sponsor this broadcast 
each week.  Cost is $199 per Sunday. Dates 
available in 2021 are: November 7 & 21. 
 



 
‘Tis the season for Shopping Cards!!! WAIT! 
Every day is the season for Shopping Cards! 

Our church has had the Shopping Card 
program for several years. It has enabled 

many groups of the church to purchase 
special or additional items they aren’t able to 

afford from their annual budget. The Library 
is one of those groups and we will be 

manning the booth until the end of 
December. 

Many think of the card booth when 
Christmas rolls around and purchase gift 

cards for the friends and family but the cards 
can come in handy all year round. Some of 

the local small businesses we carry cards for 
are Apple Market, Bike Shed, HyVee and both 

Sporting Goods stores at the mall. We have 
shopping cards for “stores” such as Amazon, 

Buckle, Office Max, Target, Sam’s Club and 
Walmart; some restaurants are Applebee’s, 

Burger King, Dairy Queen, Qdoba, Pizza Hut 
and Wendy’s and MANY, MANY more.  

The church or church group manning the 
booth gets a percentage of the value of the 

card (the percentage varies with each card 
and is listed beside the card on the order 

sheet). Please consider purchasing shopping 
cards not only for gifts this holiday season 

but all year round. There is a complete list of 
cards located on the church website (under 

“Home”) and at the Shopping Card booth 
located outside of the library for your 

convenience. You can purchase cards we 
keep on hand between services on Sundays 

at the booth, stop by the office during 
business hours during the week or fill out an 

order form at the booth any time and drop it 
in the slot. It’s so easy!  

Thank you in advance for helping support the 
library and other groups in our church by 

purchasing shopping cards for the places you 
visit on a regular basis or maybe someplace 

new you’ve been wanting to try. 

 
November 3rd – ARC serving 
November 10th – FUMC serving 
November 17th - Pumpkin Patch serving 
lasagna, salad, bread sticks & desserts 
November 24th – No meal 
Wednesday dinners are served from 5:15-6:30 
pm in the Fellowship Hall for a free will offering.  
These are fundraisers for the group providing 
the meal.  At this time, we are looking for 
persons or groups to provide the meals.  The 
church pays $100 (less expenses) and all 
proceeds go to the meal provider.  We ask that 
you prepare 120 meals, serving a main dish, 
salad and/or veggie and dessert.  Drinks are 
provided by the church.  Please contact Ann or 
Brandi in the church office to sign up for a date.  
Next available dates include: December 1, 
January 5, 12, 19 & 26. 

 

 
 

 




