HOLY CHARACTERS
Lenten Worship Services/Events

April 3 - 5th Sunday in Lent - 1 Kings 19:1-18 - Hope
April 10 - 6th Sunday in Lent - 2 Kings 23:1-14 – Obedience
Lunch and Easter Egg Hunt following 11:00am Service
April 14 - Maundy Thursday – 7:00pm – Highs and Lows of Holy
Week
April 15 - Good Friday – 7:00pm – It Is Finished
April 17- Easter Sunday – Mark 16:1-8 - Resurrection
8:00am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am Modern Worship Service
11:00am Traditional Worship Service
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FROM PASTOR MATT
This time of year is funny. My kids have left for school
wearing shorts and gloves recently. One day recently, our
neighbors began watering their lawn, and then a few days
later we scooped snow. But it’s not just the weather that’s
funny. Our calendars are impacted as well: there are teams
playing volleyball (a fall sport, traditionally), baseball/softball
players begin meeting with stocking caps (a summer sport?),
and in the midst of it all, there’s a certain sort of antsy-ness
among students, families, and retirees about summer plans.
As we move through the church calendar and our Bible Year
journey, we’re also doing a lot of shifting and switching this
month. We’ll finish the season of Lent’s focus on Holy
Character(s) and how we see what it means to follow God
through the stories of prophetic books of Samuel and Kings
and the history of Chronicles.
Yet, we’ll switch gears slightly to remember and draw close
to God through the events of what we traditionally call “Holy
Week.” On Maundy Thursday (4/14 at 7pm), our worship will
cover five movements from Jesus’ triumphal entry with palm
branches through his mandate to serve like him (that’s why
it’s called “Maundy Thursday”), which will include many
participants in First United Methodist’s Student Ministries.
On Good Friday (4/15 at 7pm), our worship will be a
traditional Tenebrae service employing scripture readings,
prayers, singing, and candles to immerse ourselves in the
story of Jesus’ betrayal, trial, torture, and crucifixion. Easter
Sunday (4/17 at 8, 9:30, and 11), we’ll celebrate God’s
simultaneous proclamations of “Yes!” to life and “No!” to sin
and death with Mark’s account of Jesus’ resurrection.
Together, these worship services are designed to form a
cohesive whole – a means through which we see the fullness
of God’s saving grace and calling upon our lives.
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Then, we’ll move back into our Bible Year
journey with two weeks of worship that
explicitly focus on the biblical books of
Nehemiah and Esther (4/24, 5/1). As you’re
reading in the Bible Year journey, I invite you
to reflect on these questions:
1) Easter is God’s way of proclaiming life in
the face of death, sanctification in the midst
of brokenness, and a new way when there
seemed to be no way. How do you see God
doing these things in your life today, and
what response to God’s grace are you being
called to?
2) How do you see God doing these things –
essentially, making a way out of no way and
bringing restoration – through the stories of
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther?
Finally, you won’t want to miss Camp Sunday
worship and activities on Sunday, April 24.
You can even wear your camping clothes to
worship if you’re comfortable doing so.

EAST LAWN FOOD
PANTRY
2800 Grand Ave. Trailer #342
The Middle School Youth at church have volunteered to
help the East Lawn Food Pantry during this spring by
picking items up from the Sunday donation sites in
Kearney, taking them to the East Lawn trailer and sorting
those items. This is a great way for the youth to become
involved in the community and become aware of how
the community supports what the church is doing for
those who have trouble keeping food on the table for
their families.
Thank You to all those volunteers who pick food items
up from the grocery stores in Kearney and transport it to
the trailer, to volunteers that sort the food items and
place it on the shelves, to volunteers that work each day
the pantry, to those that work on those days repacking
items or other large packaged items into smaller
packages for distribution. There are over 50 people who
help in one way or another to support the pantry
outreach program. That sounds like a lot of people, but if
several are gone and some are only able to tackle certain
jobs, it sometimes becomes hard to find people to work.
So if you would like to be put on a substitute list, that
would be great! If you would like to help with one of
these or more areas, please contact the church office at
the number below.
Number of patrons coming to the pantry seem to vary
from week to week but we are still reaching some 400
families each the month which accounts for over 1000
individuals being reached. With all of the news about
transportation problems and higher prices at the grocery
stores, we are seeing more use of the pantry.
If you would like to help at the trailer sorting food,
repacking or visiting the grocery stores, please call the
church office at 308-237-3158 to get additional
information.

Timpton Town has been
called laid-back and
easygoing. Maybe that's why
it's the best place to retire.
For your newsletter, don't just rely on listings
and pictures of properties to make it
interesting. People want newsletters, so they
can stay informed. Add articles that will help
homeowners and property buyers make the
most of their investment. You can also update
them on the state of the market, so they have
an idea of what to do next.
Another type of content you can include in
your newsletter is a column offering tips and
advice on how to take care of properties. This
could include home improvement,
landscaping, or maintenance that people can
do to increase the value of their properties.
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RON BROWN
COMMUNITY EVENT
Coach Ron Brown did not disappoint!! His passion
and dedication to Christ was obvious!! We had a
football clinic for boys and a volleyball clinic for
girls in Grades 3-8. During these clinics both Coach
Brown and his assistants used every opportunity to
coaching God‘s love. Many tips to support a
Christian belief were used throughout the clinics. It
was a delight to watch these young persons pay
such attention to everything that was said in the
clinics. Parents had an opportunity to watch and
learn from the tips that were offered. Interest and
excitement were prevalent! At the keynote, Coach
Brown shared much of his passion and reason for
providing these clinics across Nebraska for children
at this age. Although our numbers were not what
we would have wished, the event can be called a
success due to the responses from the children
and parents on their evaluations.
An event of this size cannot be held without the
financial and planning support of many. Our
thanks go out to the Kearney Family YMCA, First
Presbyterian Church, Buffalo County Community
Partners, Kearney Police Dept, Buffalo County
Sheriff, Boy Scout Troop 136 from FUMC and Boy
Scout Troop 158 from Faith United Methodist
Church, Schrock Medical, Kearney Eye Institute,
Barney Financial Services & Barney Insurance, and
Midway Auto. We can thank members of the UNK
football team and UNK Senior Volleyball players for
their assistance with the clinics. However, the
“worker bees” of the Health & Wellness Ministry,
FUMC staff and our congregation provided the
ground support to move this project forward.
Christ provided the personal skills, assets,
relationships. Our God provides and with a grateful
heart, we say THANK YOU!!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL
Every Wednesday from 5:15-6:30 PM in the
Fellowship Hall
First, these meals are fundraising opportunities for the groups sponsoring
the meal. The church will provide $100 toward covering the cost of the meal
(main dish, salad/veggie, and dessert). The meal is a free-will donation and
all proceeds go to the meal provider.
Second, these meals provide physical nourishment to our Wednesday night
youth and participants of the Wednesday night service. By providing for
their physical need, they can more freely dive into their spiritual meals.
Finally, these meals provide a place of community and fellowship. Come get
to know your church family and share a meal together!
To sponsor a meal, contact the church office!
April 6th – Seekers SS Class serving meat loaf, cheesy potatoes, rolls, & bars
April 13th– Meal provider needed
April 20th– Meal provider needed
April 27th – Meal provider needed
This will be the last month for Wednesday night meals until we start back up
in the fall.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
SAVE THE DATES – Vacation Bible School
Morning Session – June 21-24
Evening Session – July 11-15
Registration to begin later in April.
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KEARNEY FIRST UMC
CHURCH LIBRARY
Connect With Your Library is the theme for National Library Week
April 3 - 9.
All are welcome to visit the church library anytime the church is
open and borrow books and DVDs to take home to enjoy. Books
may be checked out for one month and renewed. DVDs may be
checked out for a week. The library catalog is searchable from your
device at https://kearneyfirstumc.follettdestiny.com
The First United Methodist Church library was established during
the 1950’s and was organized by Mrs. K. Roy Bailey and Mrs. Ethel
Cowan and furnished by memorial funds. Dr. C.T. Ryan (for whom
the UNK library is named) donated 400 books from his personal
library. The library was considered one of the finest church libraries
in the state at the time of the church fire in 1969 when 2,800
volumes were destroyed.
The church continues to have an outstanding library with almost
4,000 books available for all ages. The foundation for a successful
library was laid over 60 years ago by dedicated volunteers and they
continue to play an important part in making the library accessible
and successful.

HELPCARE
CLINIC
"Our thanks to all who donated over the counter
medications and other supplies for our local free
health clinic. These additional items will be useful
to the Clinic patients especially during this cold
and flu season. Look at all that was donated!!
What an awesome and responsive congregation!!
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CAFE CHOCOLAT
On Saturday, March 19, First UMC hosted 39
women for the Café Chocolat Women’s Retreat.
What an amazing day of worshiping, talking,
laughing and spending quiet time learning and
focusing on God’s extravagant GRACE! We
enjoyed lots of good food together, including
plenty of CHOCOLATE. The day was spent getting
to know the other women in their “Sweet Circles”
through ice breakers, relational studies and
shared reflections on their lives and time to pray
with and for each other. Chocolate themed
metaphors creatively tied messages and activities
together with Bible studies and verses. There was
even time to work on a service project sewing
fleece wraps that will be taken to nursing home
residents. Thank you to all those involved in the
planning and leading of this awesome event!
“How sweet your words taste to me; they are
sweeter than honey.” Psalm 119:103
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BIRTHDAY BUILDERS CLUB
150 YEARS & CELEBRATION
In honor of this big milestone birthday, the Trustees invite you
to be part of the FIRST UMC BIRTHDAY BUILDER"S FUND. You
are asked to give a gift of $150, a dollar for each year of our
church's ministry. The funds will be used by the Trustees to
maintain and improve our church family's home. Each year
you will be given the opportunity to donate again, and the cost
will only go up by a $1. Donations will be recognized in the
Spire, unless they choose to remain anonymous.
This year KFUMC will be celebrating 150 years. We are
looking for persons to use their talents in a committee to
start planning for the anniversary. If this is something
you would like to help out with, please call the church
office at 237-3158.

EASTER EGG
HUNT
Sunday, April 10 - following the 11:00AM
service - lunch, Easter Egg Hunt, face
painting, photo area

We are requesting donations of new
unopened Easter candy to fill the
eggs. If you would like to donate,
please bring candy to the church
office or the Gathering Area. Thank
you!
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Screening for Skin Cancer
Sunday, May 15
We will offer screening for skin cancer between services
on May 15. This only takes a short time as we will again
have two Dermascans. The impact of damage from sun
exposure is cumulative. That means, damage from
childhood to the elderly accumulates and often becomes
evident and of concern as we age. Do you have areas
concern on your arms, legs, face ears or top of head? Let
us know when you come for the screening. The Health &
Wellness Ministry team will be there to help check you
out. We will have samples of sunscreen, information on
skin cancer and free samples of sunscreen. As spring and
summer approach and we are outside more, protect your
skin and be mindful of the risks during certain times of
day.

SENIOR
RECOGNITION
SUNDAY
Join us in recognizing our
graduating seniors on Sunday,
May 15th at all three worship
services.
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East Lawn Food Pantry

The East Lawn Food Pantry ministries have a fantastic group of
deeply committed ministry leaders, and we can use a few more
people to serve in the following ways:
-Thursdays 8am-noon – 1 person with a pickup able to lift 50lbs to
assist in food pick-up from Cash-Wa and unload/store at the pantry;
-Wednesdays/Fridays 6:30-8:30am – 1 person able to lift 50lbs to cut
and repackage meat with Buss Biehl.
-Call Pete Ludowese or Buss Biehl (or the church office) to serve or
with questions.
Do you want to serve at East Lawn, but can’t commit to serving every
week? There’s room for you to serve too!
-Call Colleen Jacobson (or the church office) to get on the intermittent
list.
Here are a few different things East Lawn Food Pantry ministers do:
-Food pick up from local vendors throughout the week on regular
schedule;
-Tuesday & Thursday mornings – repackage and stock the pantry
-Tuesday & Thursday afternoons – run the pantry, then restock after
close
-Data and paperwork related to vendor donations, ordering, and
client services.

LAWN MOWING
TEAMS NEEDED
The lawn mowing season will be here
soon. We are in need of volunteers to
mow the church lawn. Volunteers have
saved the church thousands of dollars
each year in lawn mowing expense. The
ideal mowing day is Thursday so the
lawn looks nice for the weekend. All
equipment is furnished: a riding lawn
mower, push mowers and trimmers. We
are looking for additional volunteers for
this summer. If you are interested in
joining a team, please contact Ann in the
church office at 237-3158. The Trustees
very much appreciate our lawn mowing
teams.
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Holden Lee Payne

Holden Lee Payne, son of Craig & Logan Payne, was
baptized on March 27, 2022.

CASSIUS VALERIE SMITH

Cassius Valerie Smith, daughter of
Brittany Zimmerer, was baptized on
March 27, 2022.
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WITH SYMPATHY
Mike Adams of Elm Creek who passed away March 11th. Mike
was the brother-in-law to Wayne & Barb Garrelts and cousin to
Deb (Rex) Melroy.
Roberta Pfeiffer who passed away March 16. Roberta was the
mother of Marlene Athey and Dave (Kathy) Pfeiffer.
Tom Edwards of Manhattan, Kansas who passed away March 24.
Tom was the son of Al Edwards.
Marcy Dahlke who passed away March 25.
mother of Mark (Karyn) Dahlke.

Marcy was the

Family and friends of Bea Grass who passed away on March 26.
With the cost of the Kearney Hub going up, we decided to
discontinue the paper subscription. If you have a family member
that passes away and would like it in the Spire, please contact the
church office with the information.

AMEN CORNER
CONGRATULATIONS
Brent & Kari Potthoff on the birth of their twins, Eli Thomas
and Emmy Jane, born February 27th in Sidney, Nebraska.
Grandparents include Lance & Kristy Potthoff. They join big
sister, Autumn, at home.
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In Memory of
Rev. Maurice Holt 1907-1997

Thank you to those who have volunteered to
clean the church and who have cleaned the
church during this time that we are without a
full-time custodian.
Note: This corner has been designated the
AMEN corner for "an audible alert that
something special was (is) begin done,

Dear Parents and Campers,
I can’t believe Summer is right around the corner. Tis almost the season for SUMMER
CAMP! We would like to invite you and or your kids to join us for a week of awesomeness
at Camp Fontanelle.
The 2022 theme for camp is “What’s in A Name”. ThisWelcome
summer,
Camp
Fontanelle
will help
to our
church
family!
campers understand what is in a name. They will learn that a name may be a reminder of
Please join us in welcoming our new
LeviJames
Anderson.
the potential that a person has, like when Simonmember,
became
Peter.
OurLJ became
campers will
a member on December 26th.
discover how our lives changed when Jacob was given the name Israel by God and in the
Book of Ruth, they will learn about Naomi and all that she learned when she claimed who
she was.
Summer camp gives each person the chance to define who they are and who they want
to be; it is a chance to discover new things and learn to hold tight to those things which
are important. It’s an invitation to walk with campers through their faith journey, to meet
them where they are with their faith, and to empower them with God’s love that we can
keeping walking on this journey together. Who knows…at camp you might see some old
friends and you will definitely get to make new ones as well!!
For an opportunity to learn more a about Camp Fontanelle, please join us Sunday April
24 for Camp Sunday! We will celebrate camping ministries during worship at all three
services. AND staff from Camp Fontanelle will be at the church available to answer all
your questions!
We will be leading two of the camps this summer at Camp Fontanelle. Transportation will
be provided for the two camps below.
WANT TO JOIN
Lyz Garwood, Dean for Campolodeon (Let’s get wild and wacky) June 13-17 for grades
KEARNEY FIRST UMC?
3rd-8th
Churchthe
Office
| 308-237-3158
Braden Garwood, Dean for Camp What If? (Imagine
possibilities)
June 26-30 for
grades 7th-12th
Visit the website for all the info on Camp Fontanelle and to register for camp.
https://www.campfontanelle.com
Lyz Garwood
Jeanine Spangler
Braden Garwood
Youth Ministries
Director of Children’s
Youth Ministries
Coordinator
Ministries
Coordinator
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First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive,
Kearney, NE, 68847
(Return Service Requested)
Phone: 308-237-3158
Fax: 308-237-4654
Website: www.kearneyfirstumc.org

Address Label Here

FUMC VISION
In order to grow in Christ, to learn from Christ, and
serve Christ; we will be a Christian community
characterized by our Wesleyan Heritage of: Doing

OFFICE HOURS AND WORSHIP TIMES

Good, Doing No Harm, and Staying in Love With God.

Office Hours: 8 AM - 5 PM Monday - Thursday, and 8 AM - 4 PM Friday

EDITOR'S NOTE

Sunday Traditional Service: 8:15 AM and 11 AM
Sunday Modern Service: 9:30 AM
Sunday Service Livestream: www.kearneyfirstumc.org/watch-online
Radio Broadcast of 11 AM service on KGFW Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM
Wednesday Night Worship: 6:30 PM

STAFF MEMBERS

The next issue will be mailed out at the end of this
month. Information for that issue should be turned
into the church office by the 20th of this month. The
editor reserves the right to edit for content and
space. - Brandi Walker, Editor.

Rev. Cindy Karges, District Superintendent, Email: gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org
Matt Fowler, Senior Pastor, Email: mattf@kearneyfirstumc.org
Seungli You, Associate Pastor, Email: seungliy@kearneyfirstumc.org
Jeanine Spangler, Children’s Ministry Director, Email: jeanines@kearneyfirstumc.org
Lyz Garwood, Middle School Youth Minister, Email: lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org
Braden Garwood, High School Youth Minister, Email: bradeng@kearneyfirstumc.org
Ann Patterson, Administrative Assistant, Email: annp@kearneyfirstumc.org
Brandi Walker, Administrative Assistant, Email: brandiw@kearneyfirstumc.org
Jennifer Dierberger, Comptroller, Email: jenniferd@kearneyfirstumc.org
Anne Reinhiller, Multi-Media Coordinator, Email: anner@kearneyfirstumc.org
Diann Martin, Pumpkin Patch Director, Email: ppatch@kearneyfirstumc.org
Margaret Klimek, Wedding Coordinator, and Evening Custodian, Email:
mkweddings@yahoo.com

