TIS THE ADVENT SEASON

December
4th 8:15am & 9:30am Regular Worship Service
11:00am Advent Musical Service: Waiting for Jesus
who Came and Will Come Again
7th 6:30pm Christmas Carol Singing in the Chapel
11th 8:15am & 11:00am Regular Worship Service
9:30am Children's Christmas Program
3:00pm Blue Christmas Service in the Chapel
14th 6:30pmChristmas Carol Singing in the Chapel
21st 6:30pm Christmas Carol Singing in the Chapel
24th Christmas Eve Worship
3:00pm Traditional
5:00pm Modern
7:00pm Mixed Tape
25th 9:30am Worship only
Christmas Lessons and Carols

Join us the Christmas Season!
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TENSION IN THE SYSTEM: RECAPPING
THE ALL-CHURCH MEETING
Growing up, I had a friend who would sit with his
radio recording songs he liked onto a tape
cassette: a mixed tape of songs spanning
multiple genres, themes, and moods.
The season of Advent is a little like a mixed tape,
at least in its most traditional form. It begins with
longing, expectation, and calls for spiritual
preparation for the final coming of Christ, who
will make all things new. Then, across four weeks,
it begins to shift, holding together the former
focus with the expectation of celebrating again
the birth of Christ at Christmas.
Advent is always a bit of a mixed tape, but this
year the mix is getting a little more diverse. We’re
keeping the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love,
but we’re using some texts beyond the traditional
ones to get there. After all, we’re finishing our
Bible Year Journey. Therefore, our worship
services will be based upon scriptures that fall
close to our daily reading plan, rather than the
traditional passages. We’ll also share in two
special, music-driven worship services as well.
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So, we’re doing Advent with the
epistles, and perhaps that feels
awfully strange. Yet, as we read the
epistles between and during Sunday
worship, we’ll find that they are
especially well-suited for the mixed
tape season of Advent. The epistles
cover many themes, yet one that ties
them together is this tension: how do
we live into the already-present
kingdom of God while also living in
the not-yet world of the present? We
know, as the epistle writers did, that
the gospel, the good news of Jesus
changes everything. Even so, we and
they also know that sometimes it
doesn’t seem like much has changed
at all. Faced with this tension, God
speaks to us through the epistles to
encourage, embolden, and inspire us
to lives imbued with the gospel and
marked with hope, peace, joy, and
love.

EAST LAWN FOOD PANTRY
2800 Grand Ave. Trailer #342
Give Where You Live has begun and the East Lawn Food Pantry is
on the list for your giving. This has been an outstanding success in
the past years in generating funds for the pantry to last almost an
entire year! With the cost of items rising, this is a vital way to keep
the pantry going strong. Thank You for your donations!
Visitors at the food pantry have lowered a bit since last month with
285 families visiting in October furnishing food for some 873
individuals. Repeat visits to the pantry indicated 700 visits. This is
about 85 families each time the pantry is open. We expect
November to be bigger month for visitors considering the time of
the year.
We are still experiencing some shortages of food items from the
Food for the Heartland out of Omaha. Thankfully, the stores that
participate and support the pantry have helped keep the shelves
offering items for the visitors. But, keep the pantry in mind and
when you shop, buy one item for the pantry and if several people
do that, it will help us out greatly. The main item we are short on is
canned fruit. It is rather expensive as compared to other items but
still furnishes a healthy food for clients. Look for sales in the local
grocery stores and help support them as they are having some
supply issues as well. Thanks to those of you who support the
pantry with your donations into the grocery carts at the church.
We have been fortunate during the Thanksgiving season to have
whole turkeys and hams donated to the food pantry. We expect to
have enough for all of the families that desire one or the other.
Thank You to all those volunteers who pick food items up from the
grocery stores in Kearney and transport it to the trailer, to
volunteers that sort the food items and place it on the shelves, to
volunteers that work each day the pantry, to those that work on
those days repacking items or other large packaged items into
smaller packages for distribution. There are over 50 people who
help in one way or another to support the pantry outreach
program. That sounds like a lot of people, but if several are gone
and some are only able to tackle certain jobs, it sometimes
becomes hard to find people to work. So if you would like to be put
on a substitute list, that would be great! If you would like to help
with one of these or more areas, please contact Colleen Jacobsen
for scheduling a time to help. You can come and see what the
pantry does when it is open to get a better idea of how you can
help. Just check with the church office for hours of operation.
We are in need of younger bodies at the pantry to handle heavy
boxes that are transported from the stores to the pantry for loading
and unloading. If you can spare just one day to help, that would be
amazing and give the older workers some relief. Contact Pete
Ludowese for more information on days and time needed.
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Hi Everyone!
We know the holidays are a busy time for you and your family, so let's get straight to the point. Here's everything you need to know about
what our youth ministry is doing and what’s happening in the next several weeks!
Middle School Youth Group
For the last three weeks, we have been studying the Grow series, The Exchange. We all make exchanges — all the time, in fact! Whether
you're shopping, texting, having a festive potluck, or returning a wave to a neighbor, most of the exchanges we make aren't very
memorable. But the exchanges that stick with us are the exchanges we have with people who impact our lives for the better. Those
exchanges are what this series is all about. In the four-week series from 2 Timothy, we've been exploring some advice that the apostle
Paul gave to Timothy, a guy he was mentoring. Because we can learn from Paul's wisdom too. Through it, we'll see how we can all
exchange wisdom with each other (no matter our age) by helping each other discover our gifts, develop discernment, get equipped, and
find strength.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

High School Youth Group
Each Wednesday night the High School Youth Group has been studying “Jesus Revealed: The I AM Statements in the Gospels of John” by
Pastor Matt Rawle. I am the Good Shepard, I am the Vine, and I am the way the truth and the life. Jesus’ I AM statements, teach us that
Jesus is the light and life, who calls us to himself and offers us hope of resurrection.
Events Coming Up!
Nov 23rd: NO YOUTH GROUP-Happy Thanksgiving!
Nov 30th: Youth Group 7-8:30pm
Dec 7th: 5:30-6:30pm Confirmation Class
6:30-7pm Join Pastor Matt in the Chapel for Christmas Carols
7-8:30pm Youth Group
Dec 14th: 6:30-7pm Join Pastor Matt in the Chapel for Christmas Carols
7-8:30pm Youth Group
Dec 21st: 6:30-7pm Join Pastor Matt in the Chapel for Christmas Carols
7-8:30pm Christmas Caroling and Ugly Sweater Christmas All YOUTH party
Dec 25th: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY-MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!
Dec 28th: NO YOUTH GROUP!!
Dec 31st -Jan 1st: 8pm-8am High School & Confirmation Class New Year’s Eve Lock-in
Jan 1st: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY-HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
Jan 4th: NO YOUTH GROUP
Jan 11th: 5:30-6:30pm Confirmation Class
7-8:30pm Youth Group
Lyz and Braden Garwood
Youth Ministries
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Thank you to the amazing people of Kearney First UMC for supporting the Children’s Ministry in 2022 with your prayers, service, and
gifts! It is such a blessing to be in ministry with all of you and together we have done some pretty awesome things to lead the children
in our mission to Love God, Love Each Other and Make Disciples. It is both exciting and heartwarming to see the ways the kids are
already living out this mission and developing God centered relationships in the process.
In working with Lyz and Braden Garwood, our youth directors, we have also introduced our branding concept of a unified Student
Ministries this year. We believe we do better ministry together and growth happens in unexpected ways, when different ages interact
and do things together. We continue to offer age-appropriate learning on Sundays and Wednesdays, but have become more
intentional in providing ways for the youth and children to come together in many of the special events and activities throughout the
year.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

February brought about a new event for us after KPS unexpectedly announced they were giving the kids a few extra days off. We
wanted to help support parents by providing School’s Out Fun Days and had 42 kids from Kindergarten-High School. What a great
experience for all of us with devotions, games, science experiments, snacks, music and crafts.
Our annual Heart for the Hungry project in February was a HUGE success! The youth and children worked hard all month to collect a
total of 466 non-perishable food items for the East Lawn Food Pantry.
The Lenten season also brought some new experiences for us as the youth, children and adults all worked together to participate in
and provide very meaningful Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship services. The children also joined in
singing for the congregation and having a fun Easter Egg hunt with lots of fun activities on Palm Sunday.
We were blessed with over 170 children and 75 volunteers for Vacation Bible School in June and July! Celebrating God’s Greatness
was our theme for Monumental VBS and we definitely saw God’s greatness in action! The children raised over $1500 for our missions
to continue sponsoring our Compassion International Children, Joshua & Sandra and for school supplies that went to Native American
children.
Summer also brought lots of youth together at Camp Fontenelle for amazing experiences that only the camp setting can bring. Splash
Night was a hit and brought families out to fellowship on a beautiful evening with frozen treats and fun water games.
We got the Fall season going with Wednesday evening Kingdom Kids classes and Sunday School that continue throughout the year.
These classes are the backbone of our children’s program. The kids learn together with curriculums that take them through Bible stories
with scripture reading, object lessons, crafts and other activities that reinforce their lessons.
Pumpkin carving, smores and games were only a few of the activities families enjoyed at Fall Festival in September. Trunk or Treat
finished off our fall with an amazing turn out of close to 400 kids from our church and the surrounding community.
Please join us on Sunday, December 11 during the 9:30 worship service for our Children’s Christmas program. This is always such a
special and joyful way for us to celebrate together of the birth of our Savior.
Jeanine Spangler, Children's Ministry Director
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CHRISTMAS MISSIONAL
OFFERING
Part of living gospel-shaped lives marked with hope,
peace, joy, and love, includes intentionally acting in
ways that reveal these marks to others. Methodism’s
founder, John Wesley wrote, “[A] Methodist is one who
has ‘the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the
Holy Ghost given unto him’; one who ‘loves the Lord
his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and
with all his mind, and with all his strength’ ” (The
Character of a Methodist, 1742).
To this end, the Finance Committee and I invite you to
participate in our Christmas Missional Offering, which
will bless our mission partners’ ministries as they begin
the new year. Please see your Advent Missional mailer
for more information.

COMMUNICATION UPDATE
We are preparing a new communication strategy for
the new year. Please note, this will be the last
Spire. Our goals are to help each person of Kearney
First UMC to receive communication that helps them
grow in their faith, feel connected to the church
community, engage in ministry, and bear witness to
the good news of Jesus. That’s a tall order. Here are
some of the ways we’ll seek to live into these goals:
-Three to four annual mailers like this one;
-A brief, weekly email (beginning in January and
replacing the Spire);
-A new church app for information, registration,
giving, and online worship (coming soon);
-Weekly Engagement Sheets (bulletins) with worship,
discipleship, and engagement information (in-person
and online).

ANGEL TREE

A Program of Prison Ministry and Fellowship
Before Christmas, gifts are delivered to children on
behalf of their incarcerated parents. Each child will
receive a minimum of one gift valued at
approximately $25. If you'd like to participate,
please take an angel from the angel tree in the
narthex and sign the registry on the clipboard. After
purchasing a gift please return it unwrapped (or in a
bag) to the church by December 15. Cash donations
left in the church office can be utilized to help
purchase angel gifts as well. Thank you!
Connie Larsen & Betty Eggers

We want to reach everyone we can. If you have no
access to digital communications (email, website,
mobile device, or Facebook), please contact the
church office or Pastor Matt. We want to help you
receive the information you need to partner in the
church’s mission of loving God, loving others, and
making disciples of Jesus.
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
First United Methodist Church will
be having a Blue Christmas
Service on Sunday, December 11
at 3pm. in the Chapel. The Service
is open to the public.
For many the Advent and
Christmas seasons are anything
but cheerful. It is especially hard
for those who have lost loved
ones. Have you lost a job or
home, are struggling financially or
grieving over unmet expectations?
If you have lost something
precious or even a pet, the
holidays can be anything but
cheerful.
The idea behind the serviced is to
provide a quiet, contemplative
service as an alternative to the
more traditional gatherings as a
way to care for those who are sad
or struggling, whereas those
around them are caught up in the
celebrating. It’s also a time when
you can reflect on the birth of
Christ in a way that might suit you
more personally. We have a
number of people in our
congregation who are struggling
with different kinds of pain and
loss and especially those who
have lost a loved one. The service
will be a time of quiet worship and
a time for healing and hope.
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BAPTISMS

GRAYSON LEVI MESSBARGER

MOXYN LANE BELL

Grayson, son of Pete and Caitlin Messbarger,
was baptized on October 30th at the 8:15am
worship service. Big brother, Jaxson, helped
celebrate.

Moxyn, son of Justin and Mattie Bell, was
baptized on November 13th at the 9:30am
worship service. Big brother, Knoxley, helped
celebrate.

2023 NEWS
A new year, some new goals, and, by the grace of God, building upon the foundation of the Bible Year: this is our hope and
vision for 2023 at Kearney First United Methodist Church. We spent 2022 reading through the entire Bible, practicing
listening to God through scripture. In 2023, we’ll be seeking to build upon this foundation, partnering with God through our
practices, and confident that God, who began a good work in us, will stay with us and complete the job (Phil 1:6).
To that end, we’re beginning 2023 in worship with John Wesley’s reiteration of Jesus’ call to follow him as his disciples with
four weeks of worship exploring the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer (UMH, 607). January 1 will included pieces of Wesley’s
traditional covenant service. The following weeks will break down the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer: “Surrender and
Suffering,” “Honor and Humility,” and “Community and Commitment.”
We’ll be preaching in conversation with Chris Folmsbee’s study, Wesley Prayer Challenge: 21 Days to a Closer Walk with
Christ. Pastor Matt will also lead a group study of each each section of the prayer on Mondays at 6pm (Jan. 9, 16, 23).
Contact the office if you’d like a study book, or order one yourself. Folmsbee writes that the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer is “a
means of grace and is meant for the Holy Spirit to empower our progress in our salvation” (Folmsby, 15). Even as this year
comes to a close, let’s prepare for growing even deeper in our faith in the coming year.
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RADIO BROADCAST
Sponsors Needed

The 11:00am worship service is broadcast live
every Sunday morning on KGFW Radio 1340AM
and 96.1FM. Generous members of this church
sponsor this broadcast each week. Cost is $199
per Sunday. Dates available include: January 22 &
29, February 5, 12, & 19, March 5, 12, & 26, and
April 2, 23, & 30.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Would you like to purchase
altar flowers in honor or
memory of a loved one? If so,
please sign up on the flower
chart in the Fellowship Hall or
call the church office. The cost
is $20 each and you will be
billed directly from Divas.

PASS IT ON MINISTRY
Would you like to help a grieving family? We are
looking for volunteers that would like to help out
with funeral lunches by either helping serve, clean
up or provide food. If this is an area your heart fills
passionate about please contact the church office.
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THANK
YOU
Kearney First UMC,
We’d like to extend a big “Thank you!” to everyone for a
wonderful 150th Anniversary Celebration. It took a great
team effort to make it all happen and we so appreciate
all the work you did. So many people including the
committee members, our amazing church staff, the
youth, the musicians, those who prepared and served
the food, helped set up, made centerpieces, took
pictures, shared their memories with us, all of those
who attended and so many more that helped in other
ways were all necessary to make it happen. Thank you
to the many who made donations to help keep the cost
of the tickets low. We are thankful for each and every
one of you for sharing your gifts and talents with us to
make the celebration one we will always remember.
Dean Batie and Kristy Potthoff, Co-Chairs
FUMC 150th Anniversary Celebration Committee.
KFUMC,
We would like to thank Pastor Matt for the lovely service
provided for our loved one, Marian Schake. We would
also like to give our thanks to the Pass It On Ministry for
providing a wonderful lunch for all afterward.
The Family of Marian Schake
Kearney First,
It is through teary eyes that I write this. KFUMC has
been my second home for close to five and a half years
now. I have been fortunate to meet so many wonderful
people here, who I consider my friends and family. I
want to thank each one of you who have made my
employment here a joy. I am going to miss sitting in the
front office visiting with you all. I pray God continues to
bless you all, along with KFUMC. Thank you for the
blessings, friendships, and the experience I take away
with me!!
Brandi Walker

WITH
SYMPATHY
Family and friends of Audrey Christensen
who passed away November 7.
Family and friends of Marian Schake who
passed away November 9.

AMEN CORNER
In Memory of
Rev. Maurice Holt 1907-1997
Thank you to everyone that
attended the 150th Anniversary
Celebration to make it a huge
success.
Note: This corner has been
designated the AMEN corner for
"an audible alert that something
special was (is) being done."
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First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive,
Kearney, NE, 68847
(Return Service Requested)
Phone: 308-237-3158
Fax: 308-237-4654
Website: www.kearneyfirstumc.org

Address Label Here

FUMC VISION
In order to grow in Christ, to learn from Christ, and
serve Christ; we will be a Christian community
characterized by our Wesleyan Heritage of: Doing

OFFICE HOURS AND WORSHIP TIMES

Good, Doing No Harm, and Staying in Love With God.

Office Hours: 8 AM - 5 PM Monday - Thursday, and 8 AM - 4 PM Friday

EDITOR'S NOTE

Sunday Traditional Service: 8:15 AM and 11 AM
Sunday Modern Service: 9:30 AM
Sunday Service Livestream: www.kearneyfirstumc.org/watch-online
Radio Broadcast of 11 AM service on KGFW Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM

This is the last issue of our monthly newsletter, The
Spire. We will be corresponding through a weekly
email, our new app, Facebook, and our website.
- Brandi Walker, Editor.

STAFF MEMBERS
Rev. Cindy Karges, District Superintendent, Email: gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org
Matt Fowler, Senior Pastor, Email: mattf@kearneyfirstumc.org
Seungli You, Associate Pastor, Email: seungliy@kearneyfirstumc.org
Jeanine Spangler, Children’s Ministry Director, Email: jeanines@kearneyfirstumc.org
Lyz Garwood, Middle School Youth Minister, Email: lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org
Braden Garwood, High School Youth Minister, Email: bradeng@kearneyfirstumc.org
Ann Patterson, Administrative Assistant, Email: annp@kearneyfirstumc.org
Jennifer Dierberger, Comptroller, Email: jenniferd@kearneyfirstumc.org
Anne Reinhiller, Multi-Media Coordinator, Email: anner@kearneyfirstumc.org
Diann Martin, Pumpkin Patch Director, Email: ppatch@kearneyfirstumc.org
Margaret Klimek, Wedding Coordinator, and Evening Custodian, Email:
mkweddings@yahoo.com

