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4500 Linden Drive 

Kearney, NE 68847 

(Return Service Requested ) 

First United Methodist Church 

Phone: 308-237-3158 

Fax: 308-237-4654 

Website: 

www.kearneyfirstumc.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 8am to 5pm, Monday through Thursday, and 8am to 4pm, Friday 

Worship Services Broadcast on KGFW Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM every Sunday at 11am 

Sunday Blended Worship Service at 8:15 am, watch live at www.kearneyfirstumc.org 

Sunday Contemporary Worship Service at 9:30 am, watch live at www.kearneyfirstumc.org 

                Sunday Traditional Worship Service at 11:00 am, watch live at www.kearneyfirstumc.org 

 

Staff Members 

Rev. Cindy Karges, District Superintendent, Email: gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org 

Matt Fowler, Senior Pastor, Email: mattf@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Seungli You, Associate Pastor, Email: seungliy@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Jeanine Spangler, Children’s Ministry Director, Email: jeanines@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Lyz Garwood, Youth Minister, Email: lyzg@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Braden Garwood, Youth Minister, Email: bradeng@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Ann Patterson, Administrative Assistant, Email: annp@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Brandi Walker, Administrative Assistant, Email: brandiw@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Jennifer Dierberger, Comptroller, Email: jenniferd@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Anne Reinhiller, Multi-Media Coordinator, Email: anner@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Aidan Blankenship, Building & Grounds Coordinator, Email: aidanb@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Diann Martin, Pumpkin Patch Director, Email: ppatch@kearneyfirstumc.org 

Margaret Klimek, Wedding Coordinator and Evening Custodian, Email: mkweddings@yahoo.com 

Pastor Laura Stubblefield, United Campus Ministry at UNK, Email: laura@ucmunk.org or phone 308-627-6225 
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December 2021 

 

The next issue will be mailed 
at the end of this month.         
Information for that issue 
should be turned into the 
church  office by December 
20th. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for content and 
space. 

Brandi Walker,  

Editor 

 SPIRE 
Firs t  United Methodis t  Church  

 

FUMC Mission  

Love God.  

Love Our Neighbors.   

Make Disciples of Christ. 
 

 

FUMC Vision  

In order to grow in Christ, 
to learn from Christ, and 
serve Christ;  we will be a 
Christ ian community    
characterized by our      
Wesleyan Heritage of:    
Doing Good, Doing no 
Harm, and Staying in Love 
With God. 

November 28 – First Lord’s Day of Advent 

“God’s Grace is Ready” – Luke 3:1-18  

December 5 – Second Lord’s Day of Advent 

“Praying with Zechariah in Advent” – Luke 1:68-79  
4pm – Blue Christmas Worship Service in the Chapel  
7pm – Community Bell Choir Concert at the Merryman Theater  

First Lutheran, First Presbyterian, FUMC, and Holy Cross Luther  
Churches 

December 12 – Third Lord’s Day of Advent 

“Responding with Mary’s Heart” – Luke 1:46-55  
4pm – Children’s Christmas Program 

Soup Supper provided by the youth groups after the program in  
Fellowship Hall. 

December 19 – Fourth Lord’s Day of Advent  

“The Shepherds and God’s Perfecting Grace” – Luke 2:8-15  
8:15 and 11am – Chancel Choir Cantata 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship 

3pm – Traditional  
5pm – Contemporary 
7pm – Blended 
All worship services will include communion and candle lighting. 
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A Note from Pastor Matt 
The Herdmans are the worst kids in the history of the world, 
or at least that’s how the narrator tells it in Barbara 
Robinson’s 1972 classic, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. 
If you haven’t read this short novel, it could bring you a 
joyful afternoon. But, before you head off to the library to 
find a copy, I’ll spoil the ending, if ever so slightly. 
Robinson’s Christmas pageant is the “best ever” precisely 
because it is, in one sense, the worst one ever: nothing goes 
as scripted or planned.  
The Herdman kids only got involved because they’d heard 
that the local church had great snacks for Sunday School. 

But when they hear about the pageant, they jump right into the biggest parts – Mary, Joseph, the angel, and 
the wise men. They mess up the lines. They change the story. They add commentary to the story nobody 
expected, precisely because they hadn’t heard the story before. But somewhere between the hubbub of mothers 
and youth trying to get the Herdman’s kicked out of the pageant, something miraculous, something Seuss-ian, 
or maybe Wesleyan, happens: their hearts are strangely warmed by the story of God taking on flesh and being 
born into the midst of a broken and hurting world, a world that hurt for Jesus like it hurts for the Herdmans.  
Now, I don’t know precisely what to expect from the Children’s Ministry’s own pageant, “Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, 
Holy Night.” I don’t know what to expect of the community bell choir concert, the Chancel Choir’s cantata, 
or the Blue Christmas service. So far, I haven’t witnessed any “Herdmans” running amok. But, I’m praying, if 
not for them, then at least for a little bit of what they experienced.  
Through our Advent worship and study series, as well as each of this season’s special worship events, I invite 
us to a season of reflection, engagement, and observation. In as many ways as possible, I invite us this season 
to immerse ourselves in the story and the meaning of Christmas: that God loves the world so completely as to 
take on flesh in Jesus to draw all of creation to Godself. As we engage in the old, old story through all these 
events, and our own devotional practices, may the light of God’s love in Jesus warm our hearts, open our eyes 
to our neighbors, and empower us to incarnate God’s love in all our actions this season. 
 
 
“Methods Class Recap” – by Pastor Matt 

In November, I hosted the first sessions of our introductory 
“Methods Class,” as an opportunity to learn more about the 
distinctively Wesleyan way of living as Jesus’ disciples within 
this church. In the coming months, at least some of the 
participants will make covenant vows with God to live out 
their discipleship through Kearney First UMC. I’m thrilled 
for them, and for us as church.  

If you’d like more information about the topics discussed, please don’t hesitate to contact me or Pastor Seungli.   

We anticipate hosting another version of this Methods Class in the near future. We’re also exploring together 
some options for follow up Methods Classes. Are there any things about the Christian life that have you 
stumped? Do you have questions about church history, theology, or organization? Do you hear us talk about 
prayer, scripture reading, worship, serving, giving, or witnessing and have practical questions that have never 
been adequately answered? If so, please let one of us pastors, or the other ministry staff, know. We’d be thrilled 
to put together some conversations on any or all of these topics in the future.  



 

 

Blue Christmas Service 

Plans are underway for a Blue Christmas Service on 

Sunday, December 5 at 4pm in the Chapel. If you are 
unable to attend and would like to join us, the service 
will be live streamed at www.kearneyfirstumc.org.   The 

service is open to the public. 
 

For many the Advent and Christmas seasons are 
anything but cheerful. For those who have lost loved ones, lost a job or home or are struggling 

financially or with illness this season is anything but cheerful.  Many are still grieving due to the 
pandemic from unmet expectations, missing family and friends, and just mourning how taxing 

and different this year and a half has been.  
 

The idea behind the serviced is to provide a quiet, contemplative service as an alternative to the 
more traditional gatherings as a way to care for those who are sad or struggling, whereas those 

around them are caught up in celebrating. We have a number of people in our congregation who 
are struggling with various kinds of pain and loss. The service will be a time of quiet worship and 

filled with contemplative music. A time for hope and healing. Please join us on December 5 at 
4pm.  Pastor Seungli You will be leading this service. 

 
The Blue Christmas Service is sponsored by the Health & Wellness Ministry 

http://www.kearneyfirstumc.org/


2022 Bible Year Journey 

Get ready for a Spirit-filled journey 
in 2022. 

From the first Sunday of January, 
we’ll be starting a year-long journey 
through the entire Bible with 
Pastor Magrey deVega’s The Bible 
Year: A Journey Through Scripture in 
365 Days.  

Daily readings, with a devotional book, will guide us 
through the Bible from Genesis through Revelation. 
Request your copy by contacting the church office.  

We’re anticipating starting and leading some small 
groups to discuss the weeks’ readings. Watch the Spire, 
website, and engagement sheets for more information. 
Contact the office if you’re interested in joining or 
leading a group. 

Each Sunday, one of the pastors will preach on a section 
of text that corresponds to the reading plan.  

The website will have information about the daily 
reading plan and other resources. Groups and 
individuals will also have access to additional video 
resources with theologians and pastors speaking about 
each week’s readings (get a code for AmplifyMedia from 
the office).  

The goal of the Christian life is to experience salvation. 
In “The Character of a Methodist,” John Wesley defines 
salvation as “holiness of heart and life” and thereby an 
ever-growing union with God (1742). We believe that 
salvation is God’s act in us by grace through faith in 
Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Further, as Wesley 
began in “The Character of a Methodist,” we believe 
that the written word of God, the Bible, is “the only and 
sufficient rule both of Christian faith and practice.” 
Therefore, we’re embarking on this Bible Year journey to 
experience the fruit of salvation together.  

Through worship and study, individually and as groups, 
we are seeking to grow in the scripture way of salvation. 
I’m praying for the Spirit to enliven our hearts and 
minds and transform our lives through this journey.  

Pastor Matt  

 

In Sympathy: 
Alan & Joy Davis on the death 
of Alan’s father, Wendell Davis 
of Columbus, who passed away 
October 25th. 

 
Aaron & Pam Russell on the death of Pam’s dad, 
Marion Walkington of Holdrege, who passed away 
October 26th. 
 
Kirk, Alexis & Lauren McNeal on the death of Kirk’s 
dad, Leigh McNeal of Gothenburg, who passed away 
November 4th. 
 
Elaine Borgman on the death of her mother, Elsie 
Coen of Holdrege, who passed away November 7th. 
 
Irv & Marie Reiter on the death of Marie’s mother, 
Dorothy Bond, who passed away November 20th. 
 
Kurt Siedschlaw & family on the death of Joni 
Tschetter who passed away November 22nd.   
 
Wendell Muller and Mike & Ann Patterson & family, 
on the death of son-in-law and brother-in-law, Fred 
LaQua of Sioux Falls, SD who passed away Nov. 23rd. 

With Thanks: 
Thank you for the prayer shawl 
while I was hospitalized with 
pneumonia. 
Lynn DeLaet 

 

Food Ministry People, 
Thank you for your caring and kindness.  Since my 
husband died, it is difficult to go to a store.  You are 
always so caring and kind.  Thank you again! 
Ellen 
 
KFUMC, 
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry 
each month and for everything you do to support us.  
Your assistance helps us to make a difference in our 
campus and community as we shine God’s hope 
during these troubled times.  Please keep up in your 
prayers as we continue our walk with Christ. 
United Campus Ministry 
 
 



East Lawn Food Pantry 
Thanks to those who are donating items for the 
pantry. We can always use canned fruit, flour, 
sugar, cereal, canned soup, crackers, pork-n-beans 
and other canned items. Toothpaste, tooth 
brushes and other personal care items are always 
welcome. Please leave in the grocery next to the 
church office. 
Thank You to all those volunteers who pick food 
items up from the grocery stores in Kearney and 
transport it to the trailer, to volunteers that sort 
the food items and place it on the shelves, to 
volunteers that work each day the pantry, to those 
that work on those days repacking items or other 
large packaged items into smaller packages for 
distribution, and to those cleaning the pantry 
area. If you would like to help with one of these 
or more areas, please contact Colleen at the 
number listed below. There are times when heavy 
items are moved from one place to another and if 
you have one day a week or month to help with 
that job, it would be great! 
We had a wonderful surprise from the Northeast 
Elementary school as they sponsored a food drive 
for East Lawn right before Halloween and they 
collected about 400 pounds of non-perishables 
for the pantry. Many thanks go out to those 
families who supported the pantry. 
Number of patrons coming to the pantry seem to 
vary from week to week, but we are still reaching 
some 400 to 450 families each the month which 
accounts for some 1300 individuals being 
reached. There have been many new families 
visiting the pantry and we don’t know exactly why. 

With all of the news about transportation 
problems and higher prices at the grocery stores, 
we are seeing more use of the pantry and that may 
be the main reason. This is a wonderful outreach 
program for the church and THANK YOU again 
for your support. 
We are looking forward to the Christmas season 
and are collecting items for that season. If you 
have something that would fit into that season, 
bring it to the church and place in the grocery 
carts. 
If you would like to help at the trailer sorting 
food, repacking or visiting the grocery stores, 
please call Colleen Jacobson at 308-627-4472 to 
schedule a work day or Pete Ludowese at            
308-293-0100 for additional information.  
 

 
Wednesday Evening Meals 
December 1st – KFUMC serving stuffed 
porkchops, salads & desserts 
December 8th – Friendship Class serving chicken 
tenders, baked beans, salads & desserts 
December 15th – Acclamation Bells serving 
December 22nd – No meal 
December 29th – No meal 
Wednesday dinners are served from 5:15-6:30 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall for a free will offering.  
These are fundraisers for the group providing the 
meal.  At this time, we are looking for persons or 
groups to provide the meals.  The church pays 
$100 (less expenses) and all proceeds go to the 
meal provider.  We ask that you prepare 120 
meals, serving a main dish, salad and/or veggie 
and dessert.  Drinks are provided by the church.  
Please contact Ann or Brandi in the church office 
to sign up for a date.  Next available dates include: 
January 5, 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 9, 23. 



I must start by saying, this is my first article to write in the Spire since 
arriving in Kearney. It has been a great adventure these past few months 
getting to know the folks at Kearney First, especially the youth. Oh, what 
energy and creativity that these young people have.   
My first youth outing with the kids was paintballing. Now I’d never been 
paintballing before, it wasn’t something I sought out to try. Maybe it was 
the running away from the opposing team trying to shoot me with a 
paintball that would, from what I heard, hurt and leave a mark. Or maybe 
it was the fact that I apologized to everyone I shot at. We ended up with a 
big group of youth, leaders, Pastor Seungli and myself. I quickly discovered 
that I wasn’t the only one paintballing for the first time, but in fact there 

were several people experiencing the first-time jitters. It ended up being a fantastic time for all!   
Though some of us didn’t know what to expect, we didn’t go through it alone, but we did it together. It’s that 
same concept I feel about the youth program going through seasons together. Some of that can be challenging 
when church groups are competing against extracurricular activities or other community church programs. I 
wonder what it would look like if instead of trying to out win the challenge at hand why not embrace it? What 
would the world look like if we stopped competing and join together, adapt, and change? Whatever you decide 
to call it, finding a way to embrace all the good.  
In November our youth groups studied about the Wesleyan Quadrilateral with the four main components: 
Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience. It is through these pieces that we can grow in our relationship 
with God and with those around us.   
Now we enter the month of December. I found as a young person, the season of Advent at church was to mark 
the coming of Christ. Along with all the shopping, gift giving, decorating and baking. So, this Advent season 
we are following the lessons in “All the Good A Wesleyan Way of Christmas” which also happens to be the book 
study that many groups including the pastors will be talking about during Advent. So, take some time 
and ask the young people what they are learning about. Maybe you’ll have a question or maybe you’ll 
wrestle with your own thoughts. The chances are you are not alone, and someone feels just as you do. 
This Advent season may we prepare the way for the Lord with practices of our prayers, embodying God’s love 
for other people, and knowing that God needs God’s people out in the world showing loving kindness to each 
other everyday.  
 
 

 

Angel Tree is a program of Prison Fellowship that serves incarcerated parents by 
providing a pathway for strengthening and restoring their relationships with their 
children and families.   
Angel Tree Christmas connects parents in prison with their children through the 
delivery of Christmas gifts given on the parent’s behalf. Volunteers purchase and 
deliver presents with a loving message from the incarcerated parent and also get a 
chance to share the greatest gift of all – the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

              The Angel Tree can be found in the Gathering Area. 
 

 

This year Hot Meals USA will be hosting the Christmas Dinner.  Aside 
from the Christmas Offering going to Hot Meals USA we will also be 
taking an ADDITIONAL Christmas Dinner Meal Offering to help with 
the purchase of food and supplies.  If you want to volunteer this year, go 
to Sign Up Genius and search for Hot Meals USA. 



 

Thank you to the Visual Arts Committee and 

to the scouts who helped decorate the 

Sanctuary for Christmas.  It looks beautiful! 

Note: This corner has been designated the AMEN 

corner for “an audible alert that something special was (is) 

being done.”                                                

*In Memory of Rev. Maurice Holt 

1907-1997 

 

Sponsors Needed 
for 2022 Radio 

Broadcasts 
The 11:00 worship 
service is broadcast 
live every Sunday 
morning on KGFW 

Radio 1340 AM and 96.1 FM.  Generous members 
of this church sponsor this broadcast each week.  
Cost is $199 per Sunday.  Dates available in 2022 
include are: 
January 2, 23, 30, & February 6, 20, & March 6, 13, 
27 & April 3, 24. 
 

 

 
Brexton Liam Koehler, son of Brandon & Sara 
Koehler, was baptized on November 14, 2021.  Big 
sister, Brynleigh, helped celebrate. 
 
Congratulations to: Kendra Coslor & Blaine 
Hostert who were married by Pastor Matt on 
November 20, 2021. 

 
 


